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Predicting future changes
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van Gogh, ‘Corner of the garden of the asylum’, St. Rémy, 1889, KMM, F 1505, © Rik Klein Gotink
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1889 Future
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Predicting future changes is only possible, 
if the past is properly understood
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Lithographic chalk

Charcoal

Autographic ink

Water colour

Carbon Ink

Ink

Printing ink



Borinage
Bruxelles

Nederland Antw. Paris Arles AuversSt.Rémi

Chronol. overview of letters referring 
to van Gogh’s use of drawing materials



8

Lithographic chalk

Charcoal

Autographic ink

Water colour

Carbon Ink

Ink

Printing ink



Vincent van Gogh, ‘Violist’, Paris, 1887, F 1244ar, VGM ‘View of Arles from a hill’, Arles, 1888, F1452, NG Oslo



Collection of Edvard Munch’s artist materials, Edvard Munch Mueum, Oslo, Sept. 2018 (photos B. Reissland) 





Water colour



Vincent van Gogh, ‘Knotwilg’, Juli 1882, F0947, VGM Amsterdam



Winsor & Newton cat. , 1896

To Theo van Gogh, Den Haag, 5 August 1882, Letter 253 



Vincent van Gogh, ‘Knotwilg’, Juli 1882, F0947, VGM Amsterdam



Wax crayon







Reissland B. et al. (2013): 'Permanent, water-proof and unequalled for outdoor sketching': van Gogh's use of 
wax crayons.’ In: Van Gogh's studio practice, Amsterdam: VGM, pp. 400-419.

A.W. Faber Cat. 1884



Alexandra Nederlof during reconstruction

Nederlof, A. (2011):‘Vetkrijt, waskrijt of oliekrijt? Welk gekleurd krijt heeft Vincent van Gogh in zijn tekeningen 
gebruikt?’ Masterthesis, Amsterdam, unpublished.



Additive

… …

Binding media

Pigments and additives



Ink



V. van Gogh, ‘Montmajour, Arles, 1888 
F 1423, VGM Amsterdam

V. van Gogh, ‘Montmajour, Arles, 1888 
Reproduced in: de La Faille, 1928
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before
after



SEM-EDX
UHPLC-PDA-ESI-Q-TOF/MS

Methyl violet dye
(Violet de Paris)  

V. van Gogh, ‘Montmajour, Arles, 1888, F 1423, VGM Amsterdam



SEM-EDX
UHPLC-PDA-ESI-Q-TOF/MS

Chrome-logwood ink
&
Methyl violet dye  

V. van Gogh, Fields with farmhouses, Arles, 1888, F 1474, VGM Amsterdam
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150

Antoine & Fils.  catalogus 1910
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Weighing Logwood ‘Logs’ in Jamaika

Gouillon 1906, p. 83

Adulteration of logwood?

New_York_dyewood_ad



32Koninklijke Nederlandsche Kabinet-Inkt Fabriek Neelmeier & Co., Inventaris 1919-1922, Talens archives

Addition by inkmakers?



Gimborn 1937, ZevenaarAntoine 1940, Paris

Beyer 1881, Chemnitz
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35Lijmen & Geheimen  - Enquete 2004


